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24th April 2023
Planning Dept

City of Bradford Metropolitan District Council

District Team

Britannia House
Hall Ings
Bradford BD1 1HX
Dear Sirs

Application Ref: 23/00829/MCF Horn Crag Quarry, Silsden
Addingham Parish Council was disappointed to learn of this application via a third party as we believe as close neighbours, we should have been included on the statutory consultee list.

We object to this proposal and would recommend that planning permission is refused.

Our recommendation is based on the following material considerations.
Traffic
Traffic Management planning is inadequate.

Fishbeck lane is an un-adopted road, therefore it is not built to the required standard to withstand the constant use by HGVs, it will quickly become unusable by any vehicle, there is no mention of this road being brought up to highway standards before the operation starts or how it will be maintained after work starts. At its eastern end, Fishbeck Lane emerges onto Brown Bank Lane, which is a rural, single carriageway road that runs in a general north-east to south-west direction and is maintained by the local Highway Authority. We do not believe the road, as described above, is capable of surviving without significant upgrading, the passage of 582,400 tons of stone, over the 20 years of this proposed site operation. 
The transport plan makes no mention of the drainage ditches which run down the sides of Brown Banks Lane. Brown Banks Lane could collapse into these ditches if any of these HGVs had to move to the side to make way for another vehicle, or because this site is planned to be in operation for 20years the accumulative effect of this constant wear and tear inflicted by the 29,120 tonnes extracted per annum could cause the road to subside into the ditches, which would cause great expense to Bradford Council similar to that which has been required to upkeep the A6034 over Cringles.
The plan fails to mention that the angle of the junction from Brown Bank Lane onto the A6034 is 130 degrees, therefore HGVs entering Brown Banks Lane will have to drive onto the right hand side of the road to get round the corner, in doing so they will cross the top of North St, causing potential conflict with vehicles trying to emerge, whose drivers are only looking right, and not expecting to meet traffic on their side of the road, also the traffic coming up the A6034 will come round the blind bend to be faced with an HGV facing them on their side of the road. 
The plan does not mention the planned route that HGVs are expected to take once they reach the Silsden boundary and reach the A65, Addingham. It is our concern that overweight vehicles will use the village of Addingham as a route through to the A59, with no enforcement. We believe a full route plan is necessary between Silsden and Leyburn with all affected villages being asked to consult on the impact of the increased traffic and the weights of vehicles carefully considered.

Health Risk factors

There has been no dust risk assessment undertaken. There are major concerns with cilca particles which are dangerous to health. There is no report on the risks from dust during the transportation phase of the production. We are concerned that any vehicle using Main Street, Addingham, will pass extremely close to homes and businesses, leaving a toxic dust in its wake.

Environmental concerns

The Ecological Appraisal report is dismissive of the importance of habitats and species and down plays the number of important/protected species there, for example its home to the Song Thrushes which are on the red list and to willow warblers, bullfinches and Dunnocks which are on the amber list. Bat Survey has demonstrated a likely absence of roosts, during both the summer active season and across the hibernation period. Seasonal Activity Surveys have demonstrated that the Site is used by up to six species of bat, although this is heavily dominated by common and soprano pipistrelle, and noctule.

There is no consultee response from Yorkshire Water. Given the amount of water needed to excavate this site there are major concerns about the affect this would have on the water table and there appears to be no investigation into this matter. Local knowledge identifies several water springs that were affected during the brief reopening in the 80s and there are concerns for the effect within the natural water course and indeed the closeness of the site to the large mains water pipe the runs though the adjacent field. The amendments to the plans do not totally mitigate the possibility of contamination of ground water, both for nearby residents and the run off which will find its way into Silsden reservoir.

There is no mention of any mitigation for light pollution, year-round working will mean the site will be flood lit after the sun has set. 
Thank you for taking the views of Addingham Parish Council into account when determining the outcome.

Yours faithfully

[signed]
Sallie Lloyd
Clerk to the Council
The Old School
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Clerk to the Parish Council:  Sallie Lloyd
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