
The project is facilitated by the Yorkshire Dales Rivers Trust, 

with a steering committee that includes representatives of 

Bradford Council, the Environment Agency, Yorkshire Water, 

the Wild Trout Trust alongside members of our local village 

community from the Addingham Anglers Association, the 

Parish Council and the Civic Society’s Environment Group.  

Central to the project are our volunteer Beck Stewards.  

Working in pairs or small groups, stewards are keeping the 

becks clear of litter and rubble and they are keeping an eye 

on specific reaches of the becks. They are also meeting up 

with beckside and other village residents to document their 

experiences of flooding and enlist their help in monitoring 

wildlife and water quality.

If you would like to know more or would like to take part   

in the project please contact:

Addingham Environment Group   l   aeg@addingham.info 
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Our four local becks, rising on the moors above the village, help to 

define Addingham.  Town Beck (that starts as Marchup Ghyll) and Back 

Beck (that starts as Heathness Ghyll) both flow through the village 

whereas Wine Beck and Lumb Ghyll Beck have almost entirely rural 

catchments.  All flow into the River Wharfe.

Today we enjoy the becks simply for their presence and for the wildlife 

they contain. In the past Town Beck in particular was valued for the energy 

it provided to drive water wheels, allowing Addingham to become a 

successful, and indeed famous, centre for textile manufacture. 

 Now that function has gone and, despite 

their beauty, the becks have become 

neglected.  Town Beck is very heavily 

modified by human activity and, along 

with all our other becks, suffers from 

pollution.  We have lost our 

population of native white-

clawed crayfish in the 

face of invasion from 

the non-native signal 

crayfish, and brown trout are now quite rare.  Moreover, 

we worry about climate change and the prospect that the 

becks running through the village are increasingly unable 

to deal with severe storms without causing flood damage to 

properties.

The 4 Becks Project aims to address 
these issues by:

White-clawed crayfish
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